














A October/November, 2009 Senior Focus

Heterosexual seniars lost inthe furor over domestic partnershi

By Lornet Turnbull
Seattle Times staff reporter

As registered domestic partners
in Washington, John Boehrer and
Lynn Elmore have a stake in Ref.
71.

John Boehrer and Lynn Elmore
registered as domestic partners
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lowed it two years ago because
they wanted to be able to make
critical decisions about one anoth-
er’s care, if it ever comes to that.

Together eight years and both
in their 60s, they've chosen not
to marry in part because Elmore,
who is divorced, would lose cer-
WDLQ EHQHA WV

But in the loud, escalating de-
bate over the state’s domestic-
partnership law — a debate that's

been framed around gay rights —
heterosexual seniors like Boehrer
and Elmore have been all but lost.

The law extends marriagelike

domestic partnership puts them
within easy legal reach of actual
marriage.

Now, with their referendum

EHQHA WV QRW RQO\ W RIMOE RéttainHd FedcK the No-

ples but also to unmarried hetero-
sexual couples where one partner
is at least 62.
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if the law were only about senior

vember ballot, a legal battle has
erupted, with lawsuits pending in
federal and state courts, and al-
legations, accusations and name
calling between those who sup-
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fuss.

“I think people may not be very
well-educated about the full scope
of the law, that it affects more
than just same-sex couples,” El-
more said. “They may not consider
what it means to people like us.”

Referendum 71 will ask voters
to approve or reject the latest ex-
pansion of the state’s domestic-
partnership law, approved by the
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registered partners the right
to use sick leave to care for one an-
other and the right to one anoth-
er’'s disability and unemployment

don't.

Lost in all of that are older het-
erosexuals in domestic partner-
ships, paired under the law with
same-sex couples but part of a
generation less likely than young-
er people to support equal protec-
tions for gays.

And their most powerful voice —
AARP — has been silent.

Anne Levinson, chair of Wash-
ington Families Standing Togeth-
er, said the group has reached
out to a number of organizations
representing seniors, recognizing
the protections the law provides
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vorcelike process for ending their
union.

Protect Marriage Washington,
a consortium of religious con-
servative groups and individu-
als opposed to domestic-partner
EHQHA WV
expanded law to a public vote.
They zeroed in on the law’s gay
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organizers with Protect Marriage,
said he believes seniors’ original
inclusion in the law was strictly
political and that his campaign
will counter any efforts by gay ad-
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their cause.
“l don’t want to be in a position
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It's Time..

for someone with

shouldn’t be helped,” Randall said.

However, he said, the domes-
tic-partnership law “condones
conjugal relationships” outside
marriage — something that's con-
demned in the Bible.

As of last week, the state had
5,854 registered couples. Nearly
7 percent are believed to be het-
erosexual, based on an analysis
by Washington Families. Many
of the heterosexual couples live
in smaller towns and rural areas,
and large numbers are in Eastern
Washington.
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Washington’s domestic-partner-
ship law, introduced in 2007, was
patterned after one passed in Cal-
ifornia.

Its inclusion of seniors was
strategic, given the public’'s gen-
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for their parents and grandpar-
ents. Inclusion also broadened the

base of support for the measure.
Seniors sometimes stand to lose
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Social Security laws, a person 62
years of age or older may be eli-
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on a former spouse’s Social Secu-
rity record, but loses them if he or
she remarries.
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Fiscal Responsibility
& Common
Sense Solutions!

Lonergan

Lynnwood City Council
Position 3

AN EXPERIENCED LEADER WORKING FOR YOU!
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Jeff offers a highly credible and fresh
perspective for City Council with
extensive experience in both the
public and private sectors:
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architect with local rm, eleven years
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INVOLVEMENT IN NUMEROUS (¢

As a lifelong resident of
Everett, Jeff cares deeply
about the future of our
great city and is the

right person, at
the right time for
City Council.
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