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lemg Life to the Fullest

Perspective on the Past...

Everett's hospitals ... a legacy of service

By Louise Lindgren

The recently opened Cymbaluk Medical Tower at Providence Regional Medical Center’s Colby Campus
provides a view which stretches across Snohomish County.

If only one could see from it, a time-lapse movie showing the changing faces of the land and people
from 1894, when the first hospital opened in Everett, to the present! That film would show an area and
people quickly changing from the forest of the past
with its loggers who occasionally needed a “doc” to
set their broken limbs, to the complexity of modern
life and medical problems — from freeway accidents
to cardiac care and cancer.

The first hospital, Everett General, with 30
beds, opened in January 1894 at 3322 Broadway.
It was managed by a group of 25 ladies who had
raised $5,000 for its construction. (The following
June they formed the Everett Women’s Book Club
which continues today.)

The founders believed a hospital should have
good food, cleanliness, and a strict routine to assist
natural healing. However, science and new equip-
ment such as the x-ray machine demanded innovation, and its general administrator, Dr. Electa Friday,
proved pivotal in changing the hospital into a professionally run facility which also trained nurses. By
1904 she had convinced hospital trustees that better service could be offered in three new cottages at 3515
Hoyt, with one place devoted to maternity care and another for nurses’ quarters.

A year later, the Sisters of Providence purchased Everett’s first Monte Cristo Hotel, a fanciful wooden
structure with multiple turrets, for a Catholic hospital with 75 beds. They added nurse training in 1911.
Every year a Sister was appointed to chronicle that year’s events, so the Providence archives are rich with
personal observations.

On November 5, 1916 shooting broke out when the steamship Verona tried to land with Industrial
Workers of the World protestors aboard. Many were shot in what became known as the Everett Massacre;
eight of the injured arrived at Providence Hospital within 15 minutes.

A sister wrote, “This afternoon we had a glimpse of what the war in Europe is like.” Dr. Friday missed
that tragedy, for she died in April of that year, but her hospital probably had to cope with the injured as
well.

Both facilities had to deal with the Spanish Influenza outbreak of October 1918. At Providence, all 17
nurses were ill, and two of those died. A temporary third hospital was set up to handle the crisis, and by
mid-October the Health Board received reports of 50 new flu cases a day. The epidemic waned by the end
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General Hospital on Colby Ave.
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Everett’s Hospitals, continued

of winter, but its effects undoubtedly influenced nurse training at Providence and Everett General.

Due to the post-war depression, each needed help as they entered the 1920s. Community activists led
by Alva H. B. Jordan began a four-year effort in 1921 to create a totally new hospital, to be called The
General Hospital of Everett, unaffiliated with the financially failing Everett General Hospital on Hoyt
Avenue.

At first, they tried to buy the original hospital
building on Broadway and remodel it for $150,000.
That failed in spite of a successful community
fund-raising effort. So with money in hand, the
new hospital board chose a site along Colby Avenue
between 13th and 14th streets.

Bids for a three-story, 71-bed building came in
far too high, prompting Jordan to ask the architects
for “plain cake.” The final bid was $272,510 with
most of the difference provided by board members.

Jordan alone paid $46,750 to build an adjacent
three-story structure to house 65 nursing students.
By the time the new hospital admitted its first patients,
March 1, 1924, costs totaled $406,446. The older hospital on Hoyt then closed for good.

In the same period, the Sisters of Providence approached their superiors with plans for a new hospital.
A letter states their plight: “The doctors are quite anxious to have more suitable accommodations; there
is a question of their building a hospital of their own if we do not soon make the move ... our hospital is
likely to be condemned anytime; ... patients are afraid to come for treatment.”

In 1923, the Sisters of Providence borrowed $200,000 to build a new 126-bed hospital just east of the
Monte Cristo Hotel site on Pacific Avenue. By 1929 they were constructing an additional building on Nas-
sau Street to house their nursing school.

Neither hospital prospered financially, since both willingly provided services for those least able to
pay. The Sisters took seriously their Order’s founder Mother Joseph’s deathbed admonition: “My dear Sis-
ters, allow me to recommend to you the care of the poor .... Take good care of them; have no fear of them;
assist them and receive them. Then, you will have no regrets.”

During the Great Depression, General Hospital was running a deficit of $500 a month with hospital
board members taking turns paying debts. Finally, they tried something new, a hospital association that
would recruit 500 members, each paying dues of $1 per month. In return for dues, members would be
credited $12 if they needed hospitalization.

It worked. The community once again responded and, by the end of the first year, $10,000 was raised,
with excess funds spent on tonsil surgeries for needy children.

Throughout the rest of the century, both hospitals faced challenges. World War II increased the need
for nurse training. Afterward, veterans added to patient load, but fewer nursing students applied.

In 1946, the city suffered a near epidemic of smallpox and, in 1949, a polio epidemic with 33 patients
at Providence alone and too few iron lungs. There also was a baby boom beginning in 1949, and Everett
General had to convert all of its sun porches on each floor into 6-bed wards and expand to a 127-bed, 30
bassinet maternity service.

Perhaps these shared, community experiences enabled the hospitals’ leaders finally to gain perspec-
tive, overcome their differences and combine forces in the early 1990s for the good of the entire county’s
people.

Each had strong programs and stellar specialties, such as the cardiac surgery program at Everett
General and the Flynn Cancer Center at Providence. However, rather than remain rivals, they eventu-
ally opted for cooperation, becoming Providence General Medical Center under the Sisters of Providence
Health System on March 1, 1994.

No longer separate, the facilities are united in serving the public from two campuses, Colby and Pa-
cific, each with non-duplicative services to continue the healing that began back in 1894. If you visit, be
sure to view the detailed historical exhibits at both campuses.

Providence Hospital on Pacific Ave.
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